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FFFECTS OF WHICH THEIR FRIENDLY PARTIALITY 


HAS LED THEM TO INDULGE THE HOPE; 
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- THE AUTHOR. 
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S ER M O N, &c: 


2 SAM. X. 12. 


Bx or GOOD COURAGE, AND. LET us PLAY TR MEN, 


- FOR OUR PEOPLE, AND FOR THE CITIES OF OUR 
GOD ; » AND THE {an es D0 THAT WHICH SEEMETH- 


HIM GOOD. 


- 


Ir is my deſign this day to call your attention, 
and to excite your cheerful and voluntary contri- 
butions—and for what? Is it to heighten the ani- 
moſity of one nation againſt another ?—Is it to 


become the advocate of any party, or the vindica- 
tor of any political intereſt ?—Is it to prolong the 


moſt bloody and deſtructive war that ever engaged 


the nations of Eutope ? 


I am well aware that, while we are ſtanding 


forth, in the preſent alarming criſis, to unite our 


ow ſubjects in a diſplay of courage, and the ex- 


B erciſe 


1 
* | 
0 
7 
o 
3, 
* 
* 
* 
+ 
65 
. 
A 
N 
. 
4 
k 
*, 
4 
5 
* 
* 
7 
A 
* 
I 
1 
1 
5 
54 


* —— —— 
n 


e — 
E on ot EOS, 


n 


PR Re nr 2 7 


-4 N 2 , E :Þ-" £ A * 7 * 2 7 


rr 


' FS 
erciſe of human prudence, theſe views are attri- 
buted to us; but, inconſcious of the fact, and unable 
to perceive one reaſon for the accuſation, I firmly 
anſwer — No. It little becomes the miniſter, or even 
the profeſſor, of the goſpel of peace to . promote 
the miſeries of war; and moſt certainly I had not 
appeared in this ſolemn place as an advocate for 
any party, much leſs for bloodſhed and deſolation. 
But, I apprehend, the queſtion which is now agitated 
amongſt us is not, or rather ought not to be, a queſ- 
tion of any party. The conteſt ſeems to me to 
be brought to a moſt important point. We are 
called, by the voice of Providence, to preſerve our 
country from confuſion, and maintain its tranquilli- 
ty and peace—to prevent the effuſion of blood on 

* Britiſh ground, of which for ſo many ages we 
have happily been ignorant—to ſtop, by diſcover- 
ing our unanimity and zeal, the entrance of an 
implacable foe, which has ſworn to plunder and 
deſtroy—to preſerve our deareſt privileges civil and 
religious, which as yet have conſtituted Britain the 
happieſt nation upon earth in a word, to preferve 
our political exiſtence among the European king- 
doms. With views like theſe how ſhall not every 
true Briton feel the neceſſity of his utmoſt exertions? 
how could I refuſe the opportunity, or rather the 
duty, of diſcovering my own attachment to our happy 
conſtitution, and of exciting yours? The words of 
my text have ſupgeſted themſelves as eaſily accom- 
modated to this deſign, and as ſuch ſhall now en- 
gage our attention, 


8 . The 
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The circumſtances in which they were ſpoken are 
theſe. The Ammonites having greatly offended the 
king of Iſrael, and apprehenſive he would avenge the 
inſult offered him, were determined to be before- 
hand in the attack. The firſt in the offence, they 
firſt declare war, levy an army, join their neigh- 
bours in alliance, and invade the land of Iſrael. 
The battle is now ſet in array, army againſt army. 
The Ammonites and the varibus parties of Syrians 
on the one ſide, and the Iſraelites on the other. 
Through the vaſt numbers of the enemy the If- 
raelites are apprehenſive of danger; but, like va- 
liant men, danger only unites them together, calls 
forth the exetciſes of wiſdom, the diſplay of cou- 
rage, and the united energy of exertion. —Encou- 
raging each other in the love of their country and 
the love of God, recollecting their civil and reli- 
gious advantages, while like faithful and courageous 
ſoldiers they prepare for the attack, like faithful 
believers they leave its event to God. © Be of good 
courage, &c.” A ſuitable example for us to follow; 
and the conſideration of its different parts will diſ- 
cover how applicable to exiſting circumſtances, 
and will, I truſt, juſtify our conduct, _ give force 
to the preſent application. 
Our attention ſhall be directed in the following 
order. Firſt, we will take notice of the reaſons why 
the welfare of our country ſhould lie near our 
a « There is our people and the cities of our 
B 2 God,” 


1 
God. We ſhall then ſet before you the Juties of 
faithful ſobjects in the time of alarm and danger: 
.To, exert. every, power, "and, to unite ! in thoſe ex- 
_ertions, acknowledging chat ſalvation. * God, 
and leaving the event. in his righteous hand. This 
will lead us with a peculiar e to the Wer 
of our e addreſs. 
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I. The language of our text marks out, in a 
moſt intereſting manner, the reaſons why the wel- 
fare of our country ſhould lie near our hearts. 
What were the views which now engaged the at- 
tention of theſe faithful Iſraelites? © There is our 
People z” In this is TRUE PATRIOTISM, — There are 
es the cities of our God; in this is TRUE RELIGION, — 
The firſt marks their love to man, and the intereſts 
of their country; the latter their love to God, and 
zeal for his honour and his cauſe. I cannot direct 
your attention to any ſubjects more true, more ſuit- 
able, more intereſting, than theſe. 

Firſt. Our people are in danger, it is for them 
we are concerned. « For our brethren, our ſons 
and our daughters, our wives and our houſes, Neh, 
Iv. 14. Every thing dear to us as a people depends 
upon the iſſue of the preſent conteſt, and the na- 
ture of that peace which we obtain: whether it be 
dictated by a ee army, or confirmed be- 
TT 8 1 
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tween two independent nations, on War- wa honour- 
| able: Propoſals. - 3 3 f1¹ 

But the term a bop ori hinder 
A people, properly ſpeaking, is not a number of 
men unconnected with each other, without any. 
centre of union, unregulated by common laws or 
acknowledged cuſtoms, this we generally call a rab- 
die or a mob. But à people is a body of men con- 
ſtituting a nation, united in their civil polity, go- 
verned by the ſame magiſtracy, ſubject to the ſame 
laws, intereſted in the ſame privileges, enjoying the 
ſame liberties, except as, in ſome; inſtances, regu- 
lated: or reſtrained: for the benefit of the whole. 


Thus it is that God, in the language of ſcripture, 


denominates thoſe who. fear, love, and ſerve him, 
« hig people ;” and, when calling Gentile ſinners to 
bimſclf by the influence of his grace, we are directed 
to conſider this event under the ſame alluſion, «I 
will: call them my people which were not my peo- 
ple; (compare Hol. ii. 23. Rom. ix. 25.) „which 
in time paſt were not a people, but are now the 
people of God, 1 Pet. ii. 10. 
of diſunion, and ſinners under its dominion can 
never properly unite together, while it is the more 
awful effect of a ſinful ſtate to ſeparate us from 


God from his favour now, and his kingdom eter- 


nally,—But happy thoſe who are called by his grace, 


and devoted to his love; united again under his 


government, it is their peculiar and unfailing ſecurity 
to live in the kingdom of his dear Son, to have 
4. cheir 


Sin is a principle 
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their- citizenſhip in heaven,” and to be inter 
in all the privileges and 1 immunities of his king 
oſ grace and glory. 
Let us ſee if we Di not wire dey to poll | 
jealous for,—ſomething to watch over,—ſomething 
that we ought ſtudiouſly, yea at any expence, to pre- 
ſerve; if we have not reaſon to ſay, Be of good 
courage, and let us play the men for our people.. 
In this reſpect may we not then affirm, even yet, 
notwithſtanding the novel inventions of a falſe philo- 
ſophy, that Britain ſtands firſt among the nations in 
itz natural or civil privileges and enjoyments. Sure- 
ly no one, unleſs the eyes of his underſtanding are 
diſtorted by the influence of inveterate prejudices, 
can look around him on the preſent ſtate of Eu- 
rope, and not congratulate himſelf that he was 
born a Briton. The ill ſucceſs, or rather abſo- 
late failure,” of every recent attempt to amelio- 
rate the ſtate of ſociety, plainly ſhews the fallacy 
of thoſe principles from which thoſe attempts have 
originated, and the danger of truſting to the moſt 
refined and plauſible I in matters of 255 
n concern. 

Ik we take a ſurvey of the hiſtory of mankind 
we muſt obſerve, that a Republican government 
has ever been moſt turbulent and unſtable ; and 
ſorely philoſophical ſpeculators muſt have wrought 
up their- minds to a great degree of deluſion to 
ſuppoſe that, while human nature remains the ſame, 
the fame cauſes will not produce ſimilar effects. It 
muſt alſo be acknowledged that more has been done 


by 
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than by any that either has or does exiſt in Eu- 
rope, may I not ſay, upon the face of the 
whole earth, And, if any of its privileges haye . 
lately been abridged, let it be remembered, that 
ſuch reſtraints have been impoſed with the, alone. 
view of ſecuring it from the infamous ns of 
murmurers, deſirous to deſtroy the whole. ü 

Happy Britain, if we knew our privileges. as 
a people !. Do we not ſit under our own, vine, and 
under our own fig- tree, none daring to make us 
afraid? Do we not exerciſe. our ſeveral trades and 
profeſſions i in peace and ſceurity Do we not en- 
joy the produce of our labours and the gains of 
our induſtry undiſturbed by any apprehenſion of re- 
ſtraint ?—Is not the equal diſtribution. of juſtice 
amongſt all ranks and orders of ſociety the glory of 
our courts of judicature ? May we not do any thing, 
that ſhall promote the good of ourſelves or of our 
families ?—Yea, may we not do eyery thing but 
what tends to injure the community and deſtroy the 
happy fabric of our government ?— In a word, do 
we not enjoy, in the fulleſt ſenſe, that perſonal li- 
berty, perſonal ſecurity, and ſecurity of property or 
character, which have always been conſidered, by the 
beſt writers an the ſubject, as the three grand con- 
ſtituent parts of civil liberty ?—And what more 
can be done in any ſociety, or by any government, 
under heaven? ..: -. 

Vet theſe privileges are not only enjoyed 

B 4 for 
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for the preſent, but ſecured to us by a evan. 
tution, that remained the wonder and envy ot 
all Europe, till a philoſophical frenzy ſcized the 
minds of men, and raiſed an hypotheſis which ap- 
peared beautiful to the framers, but originating 
In principles which contradi&t the very ſtate of 
human nature, was found too refined for human 
Practice even among thoſe who firſt produced it. 
And ſhall we then undervalue our bleſſings, and be 
ungrateful to that God who in his providence has 
placed us in their enjoyment, becauſe they are not 
extended to the utmoſt that our imagination may 
conceive poſſible? Shall we forſake our actual ſe- 
curity for a Philoſophical chimera, an ideal hap- 
pineſs, that is not for the preſent ſtate of man? Shall 
we pull down the beautiful ſtructure of our govern- 
ment, becauſe it may not be adminiſtered exactly 
to our wiſh? or ſhall we furrender it quietly to the 
rude hands and deſolating rage of an enemy impla- 
cable and unprincipled? Rather ſhall we not unite 
| every exertion, and ſhew our cheerful alacrity, in 
its defence ? Shall we not be courageous and < play | 
the men for our people ?? 
But our government, however excellent it its flew, 
has many imperfections—no doubt it has. But 
there are many abuſes which have inſenſibly crept 
in no doubt there are, —Yea many things require 
to be amended and reformed—no doubt they do.— 
And whence does all this ariſe ? whence but from 
the ſtate of man, who never has been, nor ever 
on will 


WW: 

will be, able to form! | any thing perfect; 
nearer any ſyſtem approximates to this ſummit of 
excellence, the more quickly, through the depravity 
of human nature, is it ſubje& to deterioration and 
- decay. But, moſt certainly this cannot ariſe from 
our conſtitution itſelf, a conſtitution formed, not by 
the haſty effuſions of a diſaffected party, deceived 
by abſtract ſpeculations, and heated with contend- 
ing paſſions, and therefore in continual revolution ; 
but by the united wiſdom of the beſt of men, in dif- 
ferent ages, following the footſteps of their prede- 
ceſſors with cautious attention, not jealous of their 
Etcellehcies, but rectifying their miſtakes. Hence 
has been laid a ſtable ground of good government, 
never to be amended in its principles, and requiring 
| only care, watchfulneſs, and integrity, to preſerve 
1ts original energies. | 
However, then, we may not altogether agree 
amongſt ourſelves on trivial queſtions of party poli- 
tics, ſurely there is nothing, as yet, that ought to 
wean the heart of a wiſe and good man from his na- 
tive land. Every motive concurs and induces us to 
unite againſt an external foe, that threatens the de- 
ſtruction of the whole; and to employ our united 
exertions in maintaining and ſecuring our privileges 
and enjoyments as a highly favoured people: or, in 
the language of our text, © to be of good courage, 
and play the men for our people.” 

But we ſee here another motive for their exertions, 
which I conceive will be found equally applicable to 
1 5 I us. 


(Caps 9+ 
us. Not only do we diſcern their PATRIOTISM, but 
their, RELIGION 3 not only the love of their coun- 
ery, but their love of God. In the iſſue of this con- 
teſt was involved, 


1 The cities of their God. "The 3 is 

foperhing peculiar in the term, let us pay a little 
attention to its import. Iſrael was then the pecu- 
liar. people of God; in their cities alone his name 
was known and magnified, his worſhip cultivated 
and preſerved: there the glorious ſalvation of Meſ- 
fah was alone recorded, exhibited in types and figures 
of divine appointment, while the expectation of his 
perſonal appearance. enlivened their proſpects, and 
the believing exerciſe of their religious rites brought 
the happy enjoyment of his falyation to their hearts. 
The excluſive privilege of being the people of God 
we claim not, and God forbid we ſhould ever wiſh 
to claim it. O that the goſpel of his ſalvation was 
known from ſhore to ſhore, from one end of the 
earth unto another! Soon ſhould we ſee an end of 
all choſe private broils, or public commotions, thoſe 
wars and tumults, that diſturb the order of the world. 

Soon would its happy effects proclaim 1 its divine ori- 
ginal and ſpiritual efficacy, and peace in every heart, 
diffuſing itſelf through every ſociety, would thence ex- 
tend itſelf throughout all the earth, till the happy 
W times arrived, when © they ſhall beat their ſwords into 
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Plauehſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks; na- 
nion ſnall no more riſe up againſt nation, and men learn 
war 


Em) 
war no more.” Such expectations we ate taught ti 
form of times laid up in the purpoſes of God, he 
proſpect cheers the drooping ſpirits,” and faith 'ex- 
claims, „ Th6 Lord haſten it in his time“ But, if 
we claim not the excluſive privilege, the privilege 
irſelf i is che glory and happineſs of this long favoured 

land. And to believe the truth of God, to know, 
- enjoy, and be thankful for, ſuch ineſtimable bleſ- 
fings, will conſtitute our ſtrongeſt ſecurity. When 
the Pſalmiſt is enumerating the mereies of God to 
his ancient people, by a beautiful gradation he riſes 
from the bleſſings of providence to the bleſſings of 
grace; and, tracing the various ſteps of divine bene- 
ficence, aſcends the facred ſummit, to lay the 
_ top-ſtone of this temple of praiſe in adoration for the 
diſeoveries of his ſacred truth. © He ſheweth his 
word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his judgments unto 
Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo with any nation : and 
as for 'his judgments, they have not known them. 
Praiſe ye the Lord.“ BE eig, e HT, 

Here permit me to rejoice, yea I am confident 
that you will rejoice with me, in the privileges we 
Poſſeſs, and the ſupport and confirmation we derive 
to the fundamental truths of the glorious goſpel, 
from the concurrence of our happy eftabliſhment. 
To me it appears a cauſe of the greateſt gratitude | 
and thankfulneſs, that the intereſt of true religion, 
and the defence of the pureſt ſyſtem of goſpel trut, 
is under the care and patronage of the government 
of theſe lands. And, allow me to fay, if all its mi- 
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niſters firmly believed the doctrines they profeſs, ex · 
periencedd their vital influence, and ſaithfully declared 
their truth, not a ſecret corner of this iſland but muſt 
be enlightened; with its | rays, and (we might then 
reaſonably expect) be influenced by its power. But, 
if we are compelled to lament, that too too many do 
neither, 1 know! no remedy, my (chriſtian brethren, 
but earneſtly to ſupplicate the great Head of the 
church to pour out more abundantly of his Spirit 

vpon us, and to make us conſiſtent with ourſelves. 
Tea, I cannot but rejoice, in the principles of 
univerſal toleration, which are ſo happily. confirmed 
amongſt us. Such are the peculiar privileges of 
this people, that, whatever views a man may enter- 
tain, and however he may differ from us, he knows 
no reſtraint upon his liberties, but, according to the 
dictates of his conſcience, and his on views of truth, 
he worſhips the Lord his God. And abundant rea- 
ſons have ſuch to congratulate themſelves on a ſitua- 
tion, where, if they have not the arm of authority 
on their ſide, they have the arm of protection for 
= defence; if they have not the honour of an 
eſtabliſhment, they have the fulleſt: ai of their 

religious „e 

While, then, the truth of God e in theſe 
kingdoms -the advantage of an eſtabliſhment, (an 
| advantage, the effects of which are even felt by 
thoſe of evangelical ſentiments without i its pale) and 
it muſt be either through the deviating principles, 
or remiſſneſs, of its miniſters, if they are not ho- 
noured as almoſt the only meſſengers of its mercy 
and 
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and its grace; J cannot but go a ſtep further, and 
rejoice that, , mar — other, in the various 
modes, and different denominations of profeſſing 
chriſtians, its important meſſage, is ſounded "chonagh 
the land, and becomes ; * of God; unto 
ſalvation to all them, * believe. “ Thereby 
Chriſt is preached, and therein Caſbah one of the beſt 
examples) I do rejoiee, yea and. T: wth e 

bi 18. , 227 

II, Sang cc the c cities e our God”.; are 0 1 
** his name is known, his worſhip maintained, 
and his ſalvation experienced, have we not the ſame 
incitement, whatever denomination of profeſſing 
chriſtians we may have choſen to unite with, to ex- 
erciſe the moſt perfect unanimity, the moſt ardent 
zeal, and unabating courage, in our patriotic exer- 
tions for the ſalvation of our count? 
But here ſuffer me, my brethren, when l affirm, that 
to know the value of the goſpel we muſt underſtand 
it; to know the ineſtimable excellency of its bleſ- 
ſings, we muſt have the vital experience of them in 
the heart. And in this I ſhall addreſs myſelf with 
peculiar advantage to thoſe who are the happy ſub- 
jects of its grace. You know, by experience, that 
nothing can bear a compariſon with its importance, 
either for individual conſolation, or national benefit. 
And let it not then be thought a digreſſion from my 
preſent purpoſe if, for the direction and incitement 
of ſome to ſeek after it, and to promote the grati- 
tude 


kde und neal uainted with is vein 
” Ideen aa: on its nature and defiga. 

Wherever we look all around us, ke view the 
en as fe is, we meet with urideniable proofs 
that the ſtate of man is a fate of ſin and miſery. 
Man knows and feels within himſelf, whatever 
'earthly advantages he may poſſeſs, under whatever 
happy ſtate of ſociety or civil government he may be 
caſt, there is a fatal ſomething that impebiſes on his 
mind the ideas of guilt and of want. Hence that 
diſſatisfaction and reſtleſſneſs of ſpirit in the purſuits 
of buſineſs and of pleaſure ; and from the ſame 
ſource, though more perniciouſly directed, that diſ- 
| Aon with the eſtabliſhed forms of government, 
and reſtleſs defire of novelty and innovation. A 


= ternmper which nothing can ſo allay, in any of its ex- 


erciſes, as the experimental knowledge of the goſpel 
truth, and the realizing views of thoſe ſpiritual bleſ- 
ings and eternal glories which fill and enlarge the 
minds of true believers. Under this view of exiſting 
circumſtances the word of God propoſes itſelf as a 
remedy for che ſinful and miſerable ſtate of man, 
And, while diſcovering our true condition, and expoſ- 
ing to our view the alarming ſituation in which ſin 
| has involved us all, it ſhews us a way of return to 
God, lays a ſure foundation for reconciliation, ac- 
ceptarice, and favour, and thus not only encourages 
our hopes, but eſtabliſnes a believing confidence, 


grounded upon divine teſtimony and promiſes, of 


FTpiritual and eternal bleſſings, 
. Surely 


- Fe 5 3 
| Surely it cannot but be a queſtion of very ſerious at- 
pe& to a guilty ſinner, cc wherewith ſhall I come before 


the Lord?” No queſtion of a political nature, how 


ever intimately the welfare of individuals or of ſociety 
may be involved in its ſolution, can at all compare with 
its importance. Though men, occupied moſt zea- 
louſly in the affairs of this life, may, and do, alas 
too often, trifle with their ſouls and eternity, yet, as 


the concern itſelf is moſt intereſting, ſuch it begins | 


do appear when the mind is, firſt enlightened by the 
Spirit of grace. No happineſs can then be enter- 
rained in the ſoul that knows not a ſure and faithful 

_ anſwer to this important inquiry, and no where can 


an anſwer be obtained but in the goſpel of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. Here we have the anſwer of Gon; a 
ſtable ground of dependence; a certain confidence, 
when we come for the pardon of our ſins, the juſtifi- 
cation of our perſons, the acceptance of our fervices, 
the enjoyments of grace and favour, the communica- 
tion of ſpiritual ftrength, and every promiſed bleſ- 
ſing. We come to a throne of grace aſſured of 
obtaining mercy. . e and grace to help in 
ny time of need.“ 
The church of God is to be the faichful 0 
tary, the conſtant witneſs, or, as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, © the pillar and the ground, of truth.” It 
is the deſign of God, in conſtituting a ſtanding mi- 
niſtry, that his ſervants ſhould ſound the trumpet of 
the everlaſting goſpel, that they who are ready to 
n may come, believe, embrace, and be ſaved. 
While, 
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While, therefore, we teſtify of the danger. ob man 


through ſin, we proclaim a way of ſalvation, glorious 
to all the harmonizing perfections of the infinite — 5 


eternal IEHO VAE, ſuited to the helpleſs ſtate of ſin- 
ners, and thus nde to the guilty and diſtreſſed 
conſcience, - We in concurrence with divine 
teſtimony, that God hath laid in Zion for a foun- 
dation a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner ſtone; 
a ſure foundation, he that believeth ſhall not be con- 
founded.” 1f, xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii, 6. We ſay 

to the contrite ſpirit that © the blood of Jeſus. Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all fin,” and direct him to that 

«Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin of the 
world. We point bim out as © the end of the law 
chat c they who believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by the law of 
Moſes:” now then, being juſtified: by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| 6 - have acceſs into his grace, and ſtand EA while 


we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.“ Rom. v. 1. 
And this ſupports and eſtabliſhes: the aſſurance of, 
our faith, that © Jeſus Chriſt is able (as he is willing), 
to ſave to the uttermoſt all who come unto. God by 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for; 
them.” Heb. vii. 25. What happy men, what a 
happy nation, what a happy world, ſhould we be- 
hold, if every individual amongſt us was a chriſtian 
indeed; living in the enjoyment of goſpel bleſſings, 
i, the influence of its truths, manifeſting - the 
power 


TH) | : 

power of its 5 and practiſing its ſaered Adu. 
Here only is the foundation of true peace in time and 
eternity, unſhaken byall the convulſions of a changing 
world: And where the reaſoning of the philoſopher 
fails, and the argument of the moraliſt is in vain, the 
ſimple declaration of goſpel truth impreſſed upon the 
heart by the Spirit of grace, while it brings the 
kindeſt conſolation to the fearful and trembling 

mind, changes the corrupted nature, and produces a 
certain conformity to its deſign, the genuine obe- 
-dience of faith and love, the practice of every 
chriſtian * and virtue to n of God our 
Saviour. | 
It muſt, then, be . to a cefleQing mY 
| that even the external knowledge and bare profeſſion 
of chriſtian truth cannot but be attended with many 
important advantages to ſociety. But ye who have 
experienced its power, and taſted its bleſſedneſs, diſ- 
cern more clearly the ineſtimable value of ſuch a 
privilege. Without this, yeu had yet been in the 
darkneſs of ſin, walking in the ways of death, © veF- 
ſels of wratb fitted for deſtruction:“ but now, en- 
lightened by its truth, and quickened by its ſpirit, 
ye are become the veſſels of mercy, © waiting for 

the grace that is to be brought unto us at the * 

um of Jeſus Chriſt,” - 

Here a door of hope and conſolation opens to the 
anxious mind, with whatever trials, domeſtic or pub- 
lic, it may be encireled. The rays of this divine 
truth diſſipate the clouds of darkneſs and doubtful 

C ſolicitude, 
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ſolicitude, while == quis the proſpe of we 
and immortality. 

Hence it ariſes that a true ſons fo vaio kis 
chriſtian privileges above all beſides; and, ſenſible 
of his ſtate of guilt, darkneſs, and danger, when 
deſtitute of goſpel light and grace, like the inſpired 
*apoſtle, he will as ſincerely © account all things but 
Joſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 

[Jeſus his Lord, eſtimating them but as the vileſt re- 
fuſe fo that he may win Chriſt, and be found in him, 
not having on his own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, 

the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith.” Phil. 
iii. 8. A chriſtian, therefore, cannot value his coun- 
try, with all its endearments, if the religion of his 
country, the intereſt of goſpel truth, be diſcounte- 
nanced or deſtroyed. And this leſſon he has learnt 
from the precepts of his divine maſter, who has 
taught him that ſerious truth, © that if any man love 
Father or mother, wife or children, houſes or lands, 
-more than him, he is not worthy to be called his 
diſciple.” Compare Matt. x. 37. and xix. 29. When, 
therefore, the God of Iſrael was about to pronounce 
the moſt awful denunciation upon his once favour- 
ed people, it is the withdrawment, not ſo much of 
their temporal advantages, as of their religious privi- 
leges. © Behold the days come, faith the Lord 
God, that I will ſend a famine in the land, not a fa- 
mine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of hearing 
the words of the Lord. And they ſhall wander from 
rd ſea 


ſea to ſea, and from the north even to the eat; 
they ſhall run to and fro to ſeek the word of the 
Lord, and ſhall not find it.” Amos viii. 11, 12. 
What a piercing reflection to a pious mind! Rea- 
lize for a moment with ſerious conſideration the af- 
fecting ſtate. The houſes of your God ſhut up ;—the 
hoſtile bands guarding their once delightful doors ;— 
your returning ſabbaths changed for the decads of 
infidelity ;—their conſecrated ſeaſons profaned by au- 
thority; — their ſolemn duties difcountenanced, if not 
proſcribed ;—your miniſters prohibited their ſacred 
functions, or their expreſſions watched with malig- 
nant care ;—and all your holy exerciſes, once ſo pleaſ- 
ing in their proſpect, ſo reviving in their enjoy- 
ment, embittered by ſolicitude, or totally deſtroyed. 
But, it may anxiouſly; be aſked, are we expoſed 


to ſcenes like theſe ? are we in danger of ſuch enor- | 


mities? It is this view, I muſt confeſs, which par- 
ticularly engages my attention, induces my preſent 
exertions, and juſtifies them, I truſt, from this place. 
And, if only the poſſibility exiſt of ſuch- deſtruc- 
tive inroads, it ought to lead thoſe to a little more 
ſerious reflection, who profeſs, under any denomina- 
tion, to value their chriſtian privileges, but are un- 
concerned and uninfluenced with the e of o our 
ſurrounding dangers. 
Let any one look upon the an principles and 
acknowledged character of our enemies, and ſay, 
vhat we may juſtly expect if overrun by the threat- 
ening foe, Let us here learn to profit by the ex- 
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ample of others, once deluded by their deeeitfel 
friendſhip, and now influenced and guarded by their 
powerful arms. Vices almoſt unknown, or ſuppreſt 
before, the effects of unprincipled infidelity, are now 
ſtalking unabaſhed, and unreftrained, - Religion, if 
not deſtroyed, is publicly diſcountenanced, and (if I 
am rightly informed) the number of its profeſſors 
are miſerably decreaſed, while the faſhion of infide- 
lity has precipitated into · its vortex all who poſſeſſed 
not ſomething more than a popular profeſſion. 
Would it not operate the fame with us? If the 
ſtrong hand of power were not exerted to ſuppreſs 
the exerciſes of our religion, would there not be all 
the diſcouragement of authority, all the influence of 

pre vailing cuſtom, united with the ſecret and ſubtle 
efforts of infidelity ? How long think ye that in 
ſuch circumſtances, without the miraculous interpo- 
ſition of Almighty power, our religious ordinances, 
in any denomination of profeſſing chriſtians, could 
ſtand uninjured ? How long thifſk ye that the 
church of God could remain undiſturbed by per- 
ſecution? At beſt we muſt run a moſt alarming 
hazard. And if any one can think that our reli- 
gious concerns can be ſafe in the hands, and under 
the control, of avowed infidels, I confeſs he has a 
faith of a nature very different from mine. God, I 
know, will have a church in the world to the end of 
time, and firmly 1 believe his own declaration, that 
the © gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. But, 
* it be — it is by no means neceſſary 
. - that 
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that his church. ſhould be dignified with honours, en 
circled with proſperity, or even poſſeſs the favourable 
opinion of mankind, That church may be low and, 
mean; it may be called to aſſimilate itſelf; to the 
humble character of its Saviour and its Lord; like 
him ce to endure the contradiction of ſinners; to be 
ce perſecuted, if not deſtroyed.” Yet, in the mean- 
while, we cannot but prefer the anxious prayer, the 
Lord keep Britain from this © hour of temptation? 
and. guard his. churches from ſo © fiery a trial”, leſt, 
our faith be found too weak for its aſſault. And, 
though our hopes may ſtand firm, in the expectation 
of his promiſed grace, viewing only the poſſibility 
of ſuch an occurrence, we have every reaſon, yea, it 
is our indiſpenſible duty, to exerciſe in ourſelves, and 
to excite in others, the ſentiments of our text. Be 
of good courage, and let us play the men for our 
people, and for the cities of aur God: and the Lord 
do that which ſeemeth him al This leads us 


to conſider, 


= 
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alarm and danger. | 
In this our text affords us  direftion ſuitable to * 
preſent occaſion. Fo exert every power, and unite 
in thoſe exertions, acknowledging that falvation 
is of God, and leaving the event in his righteous 
In the character before us we diſcover the genuine 
C 3 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of chriſtian heroiſm z a determined magnani- 


- mity, and yet ſettled reſignation—we obſerve the 


diſplay of true courage ; not fearful of the event, but 
earneſt in the means to ſecure a proſperous iſſue. In 
a former part of the ſacred hiſtory, we find the 
Iſraelites in a ſimilar ſituation, from the ſame invad- 
ing enemy, and exerciſing the ſame diſpoſition of 
fortitude and ſubmiſſion. © And the children of 
Iſrael faid unto the Lord, we have finned, do thou 


unto us whatſoever ſeemeth good unto thee, deliver 


us only, we pray thee, this day.” Judges x. 15, &c. 
What is this but to acknowledge the juſtice of his 
Judgments while hoping in his mercy ; in the ſpirit 
of the royal Pſalmiſt, when perplexed to chooſe in 
the diſtreſſing propoſal of divine corrections, Let 
us fall now into the hands of the Lord (for his mer- 
cies are great), and let me not fall into the hands of 
men.” 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. A language, I conceive, 
in which each of us are ready to join, in oye of 
a ſimilar concern. 

To reſign ourſelves into the hand of Gods a duty 
which, in all ſituations, we owe to him, when con- 
ſidering him as the ſovereign creator, and the wiſe 


and righteous diſpoſer of all events. But, when we 


review the ſins of a guilty nation, the many pro- 
vocations which a righteous God has long endured 
with patient forbearance; the various vices of every 
order in ſociety ; the pride, the luxury, the intem- 
perance, the falſe and profane ſwearing, and eſpe- 
* the ſcenes of gaming, and adultery, that, not- 

withſtanding 
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r 


withfiahding the rigid hand of juſtice exerted to 
check their growing influence, have lately ſo in- 
creaſed among us: - when, moreover, we reflect 
upon the contempt of our chriſtian privileges ; that 
neglect of the word of God, that rejection of its 
truths by the reaſoning pride of human wiſdom, that 
conſequent inattention to the chriſtian ſabbath, de- 
voted by too many to buſineſs, to pleaſure, or to diſ- 
ſipation; ſo common in a chriſtian land; ſurely it 
becomes us, in the ſpirit of unfeigned humiliation, to 
juſtify the righteous Judgments of the Lord. We 
have every reaſon to join the language of a pious 
prophet, * O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confuſion of faces, &c. to our 
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe we 
| have ſinned againſt thee ; to the Lord our God be- 
long mercies and forgiveneſſes, though we have re- 
belled againſt him, neither have we obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws 
which he ſet before us, &e.“ Dan. ix. 7 to. Im- 
preſt with ſuch views as theſe, it becomes us to lie 
ſubmiſſive in the hands of God, with the language 
of the text upon our lips, & the Lord do that which 
ſeemeth him good.” But, while acknowledging our 
deſerts, yet preferring our earneſt ſupplications, and 
hoping in his mercy, herein conſiſts the exertion of true 
courage, and genuine patriotiſm, to unite in every 
deſirable mean of protection and defence, to ſecure 
A Rae iſſue of a perplexing and unhappy conteſt. 
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ren atze we are now ultimately 4 e, 


attention. 


We are now, confeſſedly « on al des, 28 4 a uation. 
in a moſt important and critical ſituation.; a ſitua - 
tion unparalleled | in the annals of Britiſh; hiſtory. 
Whatever jarring opinions we may form upon dif- 
ferent queſtions of political influence, whatever views 
we may have entertained of the war, as to the juſtice 
of its origin - the varied deſigns of contending par- 
ties—the propriety or neceſſity of its continuance — 
or the opportunities that have offered themſelves for 


its termination—the time for agitating theſe queſ- 
tions is now paſt. All theſe are now loſt in one 
great queſtion, whether we ſhall continue to exiſt as 


an independent nation whether, therefore, we ſnall 


| maintain our religion, defend our —— mo en- 


. in the face of the Sheds und, — > 
political exiſtence is incompatible with theirs. » 


It never has been my with to introduce any queſ- 
tion of politics, or party intereſt; into this ſacred 
place. But the preſent poſture of affairs cannot but 


excite the attention of every one; the preſent times 


muſt call forth every friend to true religion, and the 
order of civil government, to declare his principles 


aud decide upon his line of conduct. And ſurely it 


cannot have become a queſtion of party whether we 
ſhall yet value our neareſt relatives, defend our moſt 
ee debate, or maintain to ourſelves the poſ- 

ſeſſion 


— 


T „ 
ſeſſion of our liberties; NE tank Let convinced 
I am that all of theſe depend upon the iſſue of the pre · 
ſent conteſt. All our rights, all our liberties, are at 
ſtake, and wha chen ſhall not be ſalicitousfortheevedt?; 
And here If cannot avoid calling your peculiar 

5 attention to one circumſtance, as it impreſſes my 
mind in the moſt intereſting manner, and will at 
| the ſame. time, I truſt,, convince: ſome, how falla» | 
cious the idea, that the poor might poſſibly: be bet- | 
tered. by amy change, or at moſt can have little to 
concern themſelves with as to the event. If. it 
| ſhould, be ſo, that, in the proyidence of God, 
our enemies are permitted to prevail againſt us in 
their threatened attack, what muſt become of all 
thoſe public charities the glory and the boaſt of the 
Britiſh. nation, ſe peculiarly its own, and the happy 


aſylums of the various objects of miſery and diſ- 


treſs? Is it to be ſuppoſed that the ferocious 
hand of conqueſt, intent on plunder, will _ 


their ſacred funds, that every where beſides has 
treated nothing as ſacred? Or, when the hoſtile | 
arms of an invading foe have realized amongſt us the | 
once delightful though deceitful dreams of Jiberty | 
and equality, who then will be found by liberal ſub- 
 fcription to ſupport thoſe munificent inſtitutions, 
when all are equally poor, all are equally miſerable Þ | 
If this. be, as it appears to my mind, the natural 
conſequence of ſuch ſucceſs, and not the illuſion of | 
a0. bee danger, it proves that all, from the | 

higheſt b 
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Nebel to che loweſt, are moſt intimately concerned 


in preſent affairs, and called to every ſuitable exer- 
tion to promote the ſafety of the whole. Yea, let 


it be remembered that, when every preſent bond 


of - ſociety is broken, what may next be introduced 
is beyond the foreſight of the wiſeſt ſpeculatiſt to 
conjecture.— In the preſent temper of our enemies 


we may reſt confident of the firſt, and therefore 


muſt either be prepared for defence, or to ſurrender 


our deareſt ſecurities, in anxious ſuſpenſe of what 


may be the reſult. We have every reaſon to ap- 


prehend the worſt, to fear the loſs of every enjoy- 
ment, at leaſt of their ſecurity, and above all of 
our religious privileges and rights. And hence I 
cannot but conceive, that upon the iſſue of this con- 


troverſy depends the exerciſe of the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry; with all its important effects; and therefore 
my miniſterial ee ogy you, if not my ex- 
__ at all. 

Pzacx I wiſh with al my heart, and I doubt not 
it is the anxious wiſh of every one here preſent. — 
But ſurely he cannot be conſidered as an enemy to 
peace, who determines to defend his habitation 
from the band of midnight robbers; proclaiming 
beforehand their reſolution not only to plun- 
der but deſtroy? Such I conceive to be the ex- 


WW iſting ſituation of this country. If any oppor- 


tunities have. offered to conclude a ſtable peace, 


certainly it is not ſo now: or, could I have en- 


7 tertained 
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tertained ſuch an idea, Ft ſorely 1 had not 


appeared in this place, on an occaſion like the 2 
ſent. 


If we are to believe the declarations of our ene- 
mies, the moſt alarming purpoſes are in agitation ; 
and, whether thoſe declarations be true or falſe, it is 


our only ſafety, and therefore our trueſt wiſdom, 
to be guarded againſt the execution of Com 0 
inveterate and malignant. 
- Divides AND GOVERN has been the fixed maxim, 
and the ſubtle policy, of thoſe with whom we contend. 
By this, rather than by open force, they have 
generally prevailed, and by this only, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, they can ever hope to prevail againſt us. 
UnanimiTy, therefore, in the view of all parties, 
is moſt neceſſary for our preſervation: and by 
no means can this unanimity be more clearly diſ- 
covered, than by the preſent method of voluntary 
contribution towards the defence of our country. 
What chen ſhould be our language, each one to 
another, but the language of our text, . Be of 
good courage, and let us play the men.“ Let 
us exerciſe the wiſdom of men; let us employ all 
the means of human prudence ; let us unite in the 
_ undertaking as fellow men, a people united in the 
ſame privileges and laws; let us afford that mutual 
aſſiſtance which is required, according to our ſeve- 
ral abilities and ſituations, as thoſe related by the 
neareſt ſocial bonds; let us act with the zeal and 


courage 


SEE 
courage- of men,—*-and the Lord do that. whit 
ſeemeth him: good. 

Without this, with — —_— mould we 
meet any diſaſtrous. event, ſuppoling, in the pro- 
vidence of God, ſuch event ſhould: take place ? 
How ſhould we then accuſe our ſupineneſs and in- 


credulity as the great means of plunging us. therein? 


But, while we are found employed in the utmoſt 
| exertion of thoſe abilities which have been liberally 


imparted for our defence, cheerfully may we con- 


| 9 1 in the Gop or OUR SALVATION, and meet his 


providences with a ſuitable ſpirit, whether he call us 
to patient reſighation, 'or to the — oft go 
tude and praiſe. - | 

If then our POLITICAL EXISTENCE 0 8 
and all our ChRIsTIAN PRIVILEGES be dependent on 
che event, ſurely it is time to ariſe, to conſider, to act. 
The unuſual alarm ſhould excite unuſual exertions, 
and, Whatever little differences may aforetime have 
divided us, the time of common danger is the time 


ſor union againſt a common foe. Every man at 


ſuch a ſeaſon has his peculiar duties. But let us not 


forget, if we act as men, our firſt duty is 10 expreſs 


our dependance upon God, by prayer and ſupplication. 
And, if a ſpirit of prayer was more abundantly 
poured out upon thoſe profeſſing godlineſs, the proſ- 
pect would appear more bright, and our hopes find 


a more ſecure reliance. Exerciſes of this nature we 


have lately been engaged in, and, I truſt, that many have 
been 


F 


Laurels for himſelf, and his country ſuch ſecurity;; 
in the awful moments of ſuſpenſive preparation, 


Cay - 


been ſtanding in the gap to turn away the indigna- | 


tion of a righteous God from an offending people. 


ce The Lord hear the prayer of the remnant that are 


left.“ And, though we would neither undervalue nor 


neglect the means, ſtill we muſt ever recolle& that 


in his favour and protection we ſhall find ſecurity, 


more than in the courage of our fleets, or the va- 
Jour of our arms. And, while juſtifying his righte- 
ous judgments, we may eb wk in "0 un rs to 


remove them. fl 
Happy am 1 here to think that worde of 80 e 


Aendern of our country know how to pray as well 
as to fight. Amongſt which we cheerfully: record the 


name of that brave officer whoſe victory we laſt 
celebrated with ſach deſerved honours. When en- 
tering into the action from which he gathered fuch 


when cowards tremble, and even the wiſe and brave 
are ſerious, if I am rightly informed, calling his 
officers around him on the deck, he proſtrated him- 


{elf in their [preſence before the God of -hoſts, in 


language appropriate to ſo ſolemn an occaſion, com- 


mitting himſelf and them with the cauſe they main- 


tained to this ſovereign protection, his family to his 
care, his ſoul and body to the diſpoſal of his provi- 
dence, and then, riſing from his knees, gave the word 
for the attack. What was this but to exempliſy 
the ſpirit of our text, © Be of good courage, and let 


8 us 


( 30 ) 


us play 'the men for our people, and for the cities of 
our God: and the Lord do that which ſeemeth * 


MP 


72 


Having lately. thus expreſſed our entire Sa. 
ance on the Lord, now. is the ſeaſon for the exer- 
ciſe of human wiſdom, the diſplay of union, and the 
energy of preparation. 

We may perhaps ſuſpect whether our enemies = 
Gan. to realize their threats of an invaſion ; but, 
ſhould they not, our zeal will not the leſs be ho- 
-nourable; and fuppoſing they ſhould, with all that 
immenſity and vigour of preparation, I again repeat 
it, our only ſafety under God, and therefore our trueſt 
wiſdom, is to. ſtand prepared for the event. Yea, 
it is a duty which we owe to God, in gratitude for 
our abounding privileges; a duty we owe to that 
government under which we live in the peace- 
ful enjoyment; to ſhow ourſelves ſenſible of 
their value, and zealous to maintain and . 
chem. ; 

þ It may be, the modeſty oy oo may —_ 
Genk unwilling to be the objects of public notice, 
= - and here then the opportunity offers itſelf to ſuch 
= of performing their good works in ſecret. The 
mall trifle that the ability of others may permit 
them to offer may appear to them unworthy of in- 
dividual notice, and here then ſuch may communi- 
cate, and gratify their loyalty while they conſult 
the limit * their circumſtances. Under this im- 


Preſſion, 


| . preſſion, I truſt, not one amongſt us will be ſound, who | 


0 31 3). ; 

is not ready to diſcover hisapprobation of ſo impor- 
tant a deſign. In the iſſue of this conteſt we are all 
intimately concerned. If profeſling godlineſs, though 
of earthly treaſures: we may have none to loſe, we 

have at ſtake intereſts infinitely more dear and va- 

luable, and which alone can raiſe the mind in the 
troubles of life; and privileges which have oſten 


turned our ſorrows into joy, and made us forget 


our miſeries in the proſpects of the world of glory. 
Let ſuch then recollect that the ſmalleſt dona- 
tions, while they exhibit an equal attachment to 
ſo patriotic a deſign, by their numbers may become 
of eſſential value. But from thoſe, whoſe abilities 
are more equal to their wiſhes, we truſt to receive 
a correſpondent proof of gratitude to God, and zeal 
for their country's welfare. , 
| Here then I leave my ſubject, to the ſerious 
conſideration and conviction of your minds : having 
diſcharged my own conſcience of that important 
truſt which I f& incumbent upon it. If 1 have 
in a meaſure deviated from my uſual practice in 
this place, of ſimply declaring the important meſſage 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, I truſt I have been engaged 
in exciting you to thoſe exertions, on which, under 
God, my preaching and your continuing to hear 
and enjoy this goſpel meſſage depends. In this 
view I have been ſeriouſly perſuaded of its import- 
ance ; this view I have been principally labouring to 
impreſs 
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